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KAISEB'S TELEGBAM

My Ambassador at Washington has telegraphed quite
confidentially my Secretary of State that Mr. A. Carnegie
has told you and Secretary Boot about my opposition
against the next Hague Peace Conference.

All Mr. Carnegie has heard in London are foul and filthy
lies, the aim of which is but too clear: to sow distrust be-
tween us two. It is the most unheard intrigue ever set up
against me and the German Empire. I trust that you did
not for a moment believe that it could be true.

Since I met King Edward at Friedrichshof I have not
discussed in words or writing with anybody The Hague
Conference. At Friedrichshof the conference was dis-
cussed by the King in the presence of my Secretary of State
and Sir Charles Hardinge, as well as Sir Frank Lascelles,
and immediately afterward a memorandum about our dis-
cussion was drawn up. According to this memorandum,
which I have before me in writing this telegram, the King
himself took the initiative in telling me that he entirely
disapproved of the new conference and that he considered
it as a " humbug."

The King told me that he not only thought the conference
useless, as nobody would, in case of need, feel bound by its
decisions, but even as dangerous. It was to be feared that,
instead of harmony, more friction would be the result.

In answer I did not conceal to His Majesty that I am
not enthusiastic about the Conference, and tolcl the King
and Sir Charles Hardinge that Germany could not recede
from her naval program laid down six years ago, but that
Germany did not build up a fleet with aggressive tendencies
against <my other power; she did so only in order to pro-
tect her own territory, and commercial interests.

So far the memorandum.

It is really too absurd to believe me so deprived of all
common sense as to build my fleet against you I

I have not changed my attitude since last year, when I
was ready and prepared to go to The Hague Conference.